
Virginia Graeme Baker 

Pool and Spa Safety Act 
Wha t  i s  i t ?  

A f ede ra l  l aw enac t ed  on  Dec embe r  19 ,  2007  t ha t  went  i n t o  e f f e c t  Decembe r  20 ,  2008 .   Th i s  
l aw  was  enac t ed  t o  make  swimming  poo l s  sa fe r  by  r equ i r i ng  t he  i n s ta l l a t i on  o f  d ra in  c ove r s  
t ha t  c omply  w i th  a  new  s t andard  (ANS I /APSP -7 )  on  a l l  new cons t ru c t i on  o f  r e s iden t ia l  poo l s .   

I t  was  named a f t e r  V i rg in ia ,  a  l i t t l e  g i r l  t ha t  d rowned  by  be coming  en t rapped  on  a  
“ submerged  suc t i on  ou t l e t ”  ( f l oo r  d ra i n ) .  

 
 

Wha t  can  happen?  
Th i s  l aw  i s  de s i gn  t o  p ro t e c t  sw imme r s  f r om en t ang l emen t ,  en t r apmen t  and  ev i sc e ra t i on  

haza rds  t ha t  cu r r en t l y  ex i s t  i n  swimming  poo l s .  

 WARNING:  SW IMMERS ,  ESPEC IALLY  YOUNG CHI LDREN ,  HA IR ,  J EWELRY ,  AND 
BATH ING SU ITS  CAN BECOME ENTRAPPED OR STUCK ON A NON-CONFORMING 

DRA IN .   THE  RESULT ING INJURIES  CAN BE  SER IOUS  AND MAY LEAD TO  
 D ISF IGUREMENT ,  D I SEMBOWELMENT ,  DROWNING OR DEATH .  

Fo r  t he se  r ea sons ,  c ong r e ss  enac t ed  t he  VGB Poo l  and  Spa  Sa fe t y  Ac t  t o  r equ i r e  compl ian t  
d ra i n  cove r s  t o  be  i n s ta l l ed  on  new  poo l  c ons t r uc t i on .  

 
 

Who  i s  a f f e c t ed?  
New Poo l  Cons t ru c t i on  

Al l  new  cons t ruc t i on  mus t  c omply  wi th  a l l  p r ov i s i ons  o f  t he  VGB  Poo l  and  Spa   
S a f e t y  Ac t  (a s  pa r t  o f  c u r ren t  bu i l d ing  c ode ) .  

 

 

Ex is t i ng  Poo ls  

The  fede ra l  l aw  does  no t  r equ i r e  t he  i n s t a l l a t i on  o f  c ompl i an t  d ra i n  cove r s  on  ex i s t i ng   
r e s i den t i a l  poo l s .   T h i s  doe s  no t  mean  tha t  you r  c ur ren t  d ra in  c ove r s  a r e  sa fe !   En t r apmen t  
and  su c t i on  i n j u r i e s  o c cu r  i n  r e s i den t i a l  poo l s  w i th  non -compl i an t  d ra i n  cove r s .   Many  s ta t e  

and  l oca l  o f f i c i a l s  a re  i n  t he  p roce ss  o f  i nco rpo ra t i ng  t he se  s t anda rds  i n to  t he i r  c ode s .   Chec k  
w i t h  you r  l oca l  bu i l d ing  i n spec t o r  f o r  c l a r i f i c a t i on .  

Remembe r  -  V i rg i n i a ,  t h e  7  yea r  o l d  ch i l d  t he  l aw was  named  a f t e r ,  d rowned  i n  a  r e s iden t i a l  
bac kya rd  poo l ,  a t  a  pa r ty ,  w i t h  he r  mo the r  p re sen t .  

 
 

Wha t  i s  ou r  r e commenda t ion?  
We  he r e  a t  APCO Poo l s  va l ue  you r  sa fe t y  and  the  sa fe t y  o f  your  c h i l d ren  and  gues t s .  

•  We  s t r ong ly  re commend  tha t  you  in s ta l l  ANS I /APSP-7  compl ian t  d ra in  c ove r s  on  your  
 ex i s t i ng  poo l  t o  avo i d  en t rapmen t  and  suc t i on  in j u r i e s .  

•  We  s t r ong ly  re commend  tha t  you  no t  u se  your  poo l  un t i l  t he  d ra i n  cove r s  a r e  i n s t a l l ed .  

•  We  a l so  r e commend  t ha t  i f  you r  poo l  ha s  a  s i ng le  bo t t om d ra i n  you  shou l d  i n s t a l l  a  
 sa fe t y  vacuum  r e l ea se  sys t em.  

 
The  fede ra l  gove rnmen t  and  gove rn i ng  s t anda rd  o rgani za t ions  be l i eve  the se  sys t ems  shou ld  
be  i n s ta l l ed  f o r  swimming  poo l s  w i th  s i ng le  ma in  d ra in s .   REMEMBER  SAFETY  I S  PARAMOUNT  
AND  THESE  INJURIES  ARE  S ER IOUS  AND  POTENT IALLY  L I FE  THREATENING .  
We  have  i nco rpo ra t ed  t he se  sa fe t y  changes  and  improvemen t s  i n to  ou r  own pe r sona l  poo l  and 

adv i se  a l l  o f  ou r  cu s tome r s  t o  do  t he  same .  
 

S ee  r eve r se  s i de  f o r  de t a i l s  on  ava i lab l e  op t ions .  
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How do I make my pool as safe as possible?How do I make my pool as safe as possible?How do I make my pool as safe as possible?   

The following options are the most common additions and modifications to comply 

with the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool and Spa Safety Act.  Additional devices may be 

available depending on how and when your pool was built.   

Please call for additional information. 

New Drain Covers 
Should be done to every pool (prior to using) that has a submerged suction outlet (bottom drain). 

 

• The only method to eliminate the risk of  entanglement 

•  Intended for entanglement hazards only (hair, fingers, toes, bathing suits, jewelry) 

• Can be retrofit on any existing drain 

• Still requires entrapment protection (see below) 

Disable or Re-plumb Existing Lines 
Includes; bottom drains, wall suctions, and vacuum lines 

 

• Eliminates the risk of  entrapment due to suction hazard 

• Any submerged suction outlet is permanently disabled or re-plumbed to return water into the pool 

• Re-plumbing is preferred over disabling as it allows for better water circulation 

• Still requires a new drain cover for entanglement protection 

SVRS Pump 
A pump that has electronic sensors to automatically turn the pump off. 

 

• Pays for itself in 3-6 years due to it’s high efficiency design 

• Built in timer and protection from; freeze, overheating, running dry, and blockage damage 

• Variable speed (programmable up to 8 speeds) allows running at low speed for high efficiency 

 filtering and pool heating, and high speeds for vacuuming and backwashing and water features 

• Extremely quiet & automatically resettable 

• Still requires a new drain cover for entanglement protection 

SVRS Vacuum Breaking Device 
A vacuum release device that allows air into the system. 

 

• Mechanical device (non electrical) 

• Must be manually reset  

• Can be retrofit into any existing system 

• Still requires a new drain cover for entanglement protection 
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